
THE TRAflP

QUEEREST OF I
yuxTOjMJPs.

Tha Original
Chii}6se Jlobo

Is in l^eW York.
JIE GOMES FROM

SFR/KGISGG.
Plays the Sarq Saiq, aqd iq

This Way Ekes Out
a 6ii]-Soaked
ExisteqcB.

Ching Lee, the original Chinese tramp, has
Just reached New York, via New Jersey.
So far as known, he is the first Celestial
recruit the hobo contingent has ever had.
This exception to all Chinamen who have

visited the United States objects to being
called a tramp, on the ground that he is a

troubadour. «His claim finds basis inthefact
that he carries with him what seems to be
a violin with one string, but which, accord¬
ing to Chinese custom, Is known as the
8am sam. Discord is a cardinal principle of
Chinese music, and the sam sam is an ad¬
mirable illustration thereof.
Ching Lee. however, differs In one re¬

spect from the typical tramp.he makes a
slight exertion for the wherewithal to ren¬

der existence comfortable. He loves liquor
and detests hard work and his generally
frowsy appearance shows that personal
adornment Is not one of his hobbies. "With
sunken eyes and parchment-like, wrinkled
skip, he has that immutable appearance
which prevents the Caucasian knowing
whether he is thirty-live years old or is
nearing the close of a century of existence.
IJow long this weird appearing, almond-

eyed specimen of humanity has been wan¬
dering about the country no one but himself
knows. Communicativeness is not a Chi¬
nese characteristic. Queue or no qneue he
cannot return to the Flowery Kingdom

'

be-
.

cause he is a confessed deserter from' the
Chinese army, and that crime there, as else¬
where, Is punishable by death. So Ching
Lee is perforce an eSile, and cannot even

i^t ,n°^Wa,rd }° Aa,vinS his bones finally
test in the land of his birth
^H.«2lre,y °?5"rs to anJ to imagine a
Chinaman with an adventurous spirit but
this strange specimen seems to have 'been
sn exception to the general rule This is
evidenced by what little of the past he re

Sorter"hr°U2h an to^Joun^i
Ever since the day, some forty years a°-o

according to Ching Lee's computation °oi
time, tjhat the light first dawcedion him as

. hy laJlia arms in » hut
on the banks of the Yang Tse Kiang River,
Rnir?t STKeen poised of an adventurous
spirit. 1 ho memories of most people do not
quite extend back to tnelr natal day but*

tol l"? W>\h ?°lomn cauirr,"nance
that he remembers, just as sure as the ni<*
eons roost on the tower of Kwang Wok and

means i?amaU SUi'* tha* "2
Ching's father was a boatman, one of

those wno dart in and about the myriad
«iatt on the Chinese rivers, and will take
you anywhere for a few koopangs while a
real Is a fortune. So the little China bov

finhTvJ^' al?10S,t ln h,s tlier'a boat? and
imbibed a fondness for going about that
only the true boatman really knows By the

theeeKVnefyear8fhad passed over the boy
tne spirit of unrest grew so stronf trit ho
ffan away from home, and, drifting 8f<£«Show, became the boy of all work on a junk

tt Chinese junk is not poetic (md<^
o-^ h

you are tbe boy who is kicked m<'
cuffed py every one. from the captafn down
to wnat English-speaking people know as
foremast hands. That is why, onedav

rn awfty- this time from the
he had been o^Tnough

Hd M Ohi°nf Ti Zung- J1 waQted a boy
looked a« if F Was a ro Ist specimen and
was^ven the place

DOt afrilid of work- ^

fhZ fS. IoV° affalr" I>aP* Ti discovered
tho facts and immediaitely Chin;; was

CHINAMAN.
without either employment or home. Lov¬
ers with obstinate parents don't elope in
China, uuless they want to lose their
heads, and as Chiug was possessed of no
such ambition, ne sought new adventures.
There is a gap of several years In his¬

tory at this point, which no one can supply
but Ching, and he declines. The thread of
narrative is taken up at the point where
Ching has become the captain of a junk
and the husband of a pretty little woman
In a queer black gown and a big scarlet
obi, of which Ching loves to speak. The
dfl/~~came, the saddest in his life, Ching
says, when he had to leave family and
junk and become a soldier.

The Barom
A Chinese soldier does not tread the

primrose path. He receives about the
same consideration granted the homeless
dog. Ching's spirit revolted against this
life and the next thing that happened was
the discovery of Ching as a stowaway on
a vessel bound for San Francisco.
Chin was a cook, of course.all Chinese

are.and he made himself very useful
around the ship's galley. When the ship
reached San Francisco, however, Ching
again indulged his fondness for running
away, and the ship saw him no more. His
career at the Golden Gate was as varied as
ever. He was in succession cook in a res¬
taurant, laundryman, domstic in a private
family, laborer in a vineyard and lastly
nn employe oX a gambling house.
The Chinese who doesn't love gambling

is as rare as one who dislikes rice, and
here that phase of Ching's career that
ended iu his becoming a tramp found its
beginning. Lower and lower he dropped
until at last with his sam sam he joiaed
the huge mass of human flotsam and jet¬
sam that drifts from ocean to ocean.
This is how Ching Lee became a tramp.

This is the life story of the little China
boy who once sang gayly as he paddled
about the Yang Tse Kiang, but who now, a
gin-soaked wreck, plays the sam sam to
gain sufficient money to get that which will
befog his brain and, make him forget there
la a past.

SOAP BOOKS NOW.
Volumes for Travellers the Leaves of

Which Are Made of Soap and
Variousfy Useful.

"If cleanliness Is next to Godliness, then
a soap book must rank.next to the Bible,"
said the cyclist.
"What Is a soap book?" Inquired a Jour¬

nal reporter.
The cyclist took from his pocket a small

volume the leaves of which looked like
waxed paper. Tearing one of the loaves
from the book, he plunged it and his hands
Into a basin of water, whence they emerged
covered with a profuse lather. The leaf
had disappeared, having been transformed
into the lathe*. The leaf was pure soap."It's the most convenient form for soap
for the traveller," said the cyclist, "and
it's a regular up to dgte Invention. All
the wheel men and women are beginning
to carry it.

.'It is my belief," he continued abstract¬
edly, "that the newspaper of tho future
will be made of soap."
"Soap?"
"l'e's, soap, and printed with soap Ink In

different colors. It would then be easy to
trace the life of a paper. At 9 a. m. youread It over your coffee; at 9:30 you pass It
to your wife; at 10 she gives it to tho cook,and at 11 it is washing the family linen.
"There will be other uses for the soap^

newspaper," went on the cyclist, his lqir
agination expanding. "If left in the street
and eaten by a chaiice goat the goat might
fatten on It and he might not. If he did
he would be a soapfnt goat, but at any
rate, If lie died he would die clean. Those
papers that the goats spared In the streets
would at tho iirst shower turn into soapsuds
and wash the city clean. Wood pulp would
becqme a drug lu the market and fat.soapfat.would bo worth Its weight in gold.Morally"
The cyclist addressed the air; the reporterhad disappeared. I

SURPRISE FOR .

STOPPERS.
J\. Fountaiq aqd

a Statue iq a

Dry Goods Store.
ELEGTRIG GjlSG^DE

Iff TJ*E ROTUNDA
ji Famous Work of fiji

Frorq the ^Voild's Fair
to Bs Sbbi} ill

Sixth ^VequB.
"When the big new dry goods store of

Siegel, Cooper & Co. is opened on £ixth
avenue, the shopping crowd will be treated
to a surprise. This firm is the well-known
Chicago house which is building on the
southeast corner of Nineteenth street, and
they mean to open up their New York
branch with a flourish of trumpets.
Tn the middle of the store there will be

a big round rotunda and in the middle of
this a big fountain. Rising from the
splashing waters will be the famous statue
of "The Republic" in heroic size, of golden
bronze, with white marble head, neck and
arms. Electric lights will illuminate the
fountain and the statue.
The Chicago people who are erecting a

replica of the beautiful statue in New York

propose to place it exactly in the centre of
their great building. It will be placed in
the centre of a marble fountain forty-four
feet in diameter, with a water surface
thirty-two feet across the middle. The
pedestal of the statue will not be more than
two feet from the water level, but the
figure will rise to the heroic height of thir¬
teen feet. In making the statue this
height Mr. French follows exactly the first
model he prepared for tne gigantic struc¬
ture at the Fair. It will thus bo a perfect
reproduction of the Chicago statue.
But it is the electrical and water effects

that will attract. New Yorkers by the
thousand to tho new store until the novelty
of the sight wears off. The statue stand¬
ing alone in its marble basin with its sur¬
rounding floor of marble mosaic would be
a magnet indeed, but the public is prom¬
ised other beauties. Visitors to the World's

I* air will remember how they stood for

J*?"8 watching the marvellous play of

paters in the electrical fountains and the
still more wonderful effects produced bv

trical annH>
tS +^hrow2 b-v skilful elec-

snrav nrPth *
through the body and

spray of the water. It was one of the

at0StheWF^!y boautIful things to be seen

,r' and crowded the Court of

theGrami Basing/poInt of .>taSe round

rhBŷreproduce on a
smaller scale these same effects If

rouiuf Ante.utlon of the electrician to sur-

the fount'iInntr>fChrC G 0f tlie saliery above

lights whfrh >
a r*0^ °-f sma11 reflected

Jignts, which will cast their rays upon the

^ad of the statue In the centre Then the

thi n
thirteen stars around the head of

the Republic will twinkle at night with the

amfntneTl.?.f t.bflr1C0«1,^'rparts in the iirm-

thTwooffi S bMld 111 the right hand of

in-frii? nf
fl«lue will ui all probability be

made ol glass, crystal or some translucent

fight!aUCC' aIUi WUI C0IJtaiu a l),Jre white

Lvi?6^ feat»re of the fountain, how-

tluil, 0 Perfection of which Hie eiec-

w nl03faiei^'?.tillj: their best energies,
fniil* ^01111d in the arrangements by wnicli

Say stroma i,« tljo will be made to
piay stieaina ot living color. Durintr the

ei)DearancpUAfaln bVil1 Pres-nt the ordinary
o£ sprays gushing from rocks in

will phnnTOarij> basm" At ui«ht the scene

finii/fi iroin some hidden and to the

orcd ltehf'win"?"8 S°UrCe breams or' col-
oi(u iij,ht v\ ill issue, penetrating mri ii

lumlnating the cascades. The h-ht w l

asTt %TJhU.ep*s of thc f0.tSfn and

Chun-in- in i( S Fair' Wlli bu constantly

^pic effect *th.^
the backfrouifdWUte' 0l' thC Kepublic^

.fbe ensemble of the fountain when the

aeined tlat,?rs,ai'e PlarinK can be better im¬
agine d than described. If the nlans now

draMm up by the architects are followed as

[Jff.13 every reason to believe they will'be
JSh tlr,y SOOds house will become bv the

\'ew Ynrt reair °!ne 0f tbe sevon Sights of

A ^ ,,u l00i£ing around for an attrac¬
tion that will prove permanent, and at the
same time almost irresistible, the Chics"o
men could not have chosen anything better
or more suitable. They will earn the grati-
tuae of all artists and persons of artistic

Prr»n?.h^es ? feeling by preserving Mr.
French s acknowledged masterpiece which
ls, In Uself an object lesson to every citizen
of the Republic, and they will have a two
fold attraction In the fountain of color and
the statue within the fountain, that' will

store' CGaSe t0 attract attention to their

pnVJS+£afett0 PJedIct that thousands will

fh f * *!.ore the Purpose of seeiii"
those two things who would never otherwise
cross its threshold. The Republic and the
fountain will be the envy and despair of
every other retail dry goods house in New
lork. If anything Is to be regretted in con
nection with It, it is the fact that the Park
Commissioners did not conceive the idea
long ago and carry it Into execution
Chicago has its illuminated fountain in

Lincoln Park, which is visited by hundred*
of thousands during Summer evenings and
there are other hundreds of thousands who
vvould flock to see such a sight in New York
i, T .erkes, the street car magnate bu'lt
the Lincoln Park fountain, and his'stre^
cars reap a huge reward in the people thev
carr/ to Lincoln Park to see it. The Metro
polltan Traction Compauy and the elevated¦
roads might profitably do the same

THE NEW DOUBLE BED.

A Piece of Furniture That Is Expensive
but Is Thought to 3e Hygienic

and Healthful.

Fashionable physicians are responsible
for a new style In beds in this city which
just now Is adding largely to the profits of
dealers In high-class furniture. Like all
new fashions, the divided bed comes from
Paris by way of London. If is a uuiq(1?
and clever idea. The Astors, Sloanes and
Vanderbilts were, it is said, among the
first to take up the divided bed In both
their town and country houses.
In appearance the divided bed is lust

what its name Implies. If it were made
out of ordinary materials it would look

two
a usi,al width cut in

The price of a divided bed is quoted bv
Fifth avenue furniture dealers, all the wa v

from $200 up to $-1,000. A bed of a pHoe
about midway between these two extremes
has been recently ordered by a man whose
grandfather was glad to lay his head upon
a corn-husk pillow. Satinwood enters
largely Into the making of this rep-n

thftCrn *>> Iv, carved and hand-painted "in
the Elizabethan fashion, and attached o
the cornice at the head of the bed Is n

canopy of silk. In accordance with the dic¬
tates of modem hygiene the canoDv i<«

videdtbedied^t0 th° ^amework of the di-

It has long been a wish of physicians to
Introduce upon hygienic grounds--, the di¬
vided bed. Since sotyety has taken It up
it will possibly not be long before it
comes Into general use. The divided bed
has several distinct advantages
It believed by most physicians that it

Ju safeguard against the transmis¬
sion of disease germs. It insures greater
advantages of ventilation. In the case of
sickness or any form of Illness the divided
bed considerably lessens the chance of con
taglon bysupplylng separate pillows

CEMENTING
TP Wffi.

Process That
Secures a Cast

of the Body.
IT IS USED m A
NIAWA GEMETERY.

QBScribed by aq ^dVocate
"Who Jiai TVb Daugh¬

ters Buried in This
Way.

V V

Cementation Is the namA given to a math
od of disposing of dead Oodles which has
now a considerable number of advocates.
The most remarkable and curious result

of cementation Is that It would preserve
a perfect cast of the body.
This system, It Is claimed, has all tho

sanitary advantages of cremation, while It
avoids the destruction of the body, which
is repulsive to the sentiment of many, If
not most, people. Cementation has already
been put In practice. Several human bodies
have been buried in cement. These have
not been exhumed, but the bodies of sev¬

eral animals J>o treated have been taken up
and found to Justify tfie claims made for
the method.
The most conspicuous apostlo of cemen¬

tation is Judge Theodore G. Hulett, of
Niagara Falls, N. Y. Through his efforts
it has been the prevailing mode of burial
at Oakwood Cemetery, near Niagara Falls.
The first body cemented there was his
daughter; the next body another of his
daughters. Since that time about sixty
bodies have been buried In cement.
There are two processes of cementation-

one by Imbedding the coffin in cement, the
other by pouring the cemcnt around the
nude body. When the first method is used
it is necessary to prepare the body with
antiseptics, in order "to preserve It thor-
oughly. This method Is the one commonly
used at the cemetery. The other method is
the one which Judge Hulett has prescribed
by will shall be used In his own case. It
preserves a perfect cast of the body.
The cementing of a grave as practised

at Oakwood Cemetery is described by
Judge Hulett as follows: The grave is
made of the usual depth and sixteen inches
larger than the rough box that is to con¬
tain tho coffin. A concrete mortar is then
prepared of fresh water, lime, cement,

...
^»

A BIQ DRY GOODS STORE NOVELTY.

A BODY BURIED IN CEMENT.

sand and fino broken stone, the propor¬
tions of which are one part cement to three
of sand and broken stone.
This mixture is put in the bottom of the

excavation to the thickness of about eight
Inches; tlie rough box is laid upon this
cement so as to leave a space of about

The New Double-Single Bed.
eight Inches on nil sides between the earth
and the box. The concrete is poured into
the space around the box. It Is well
stirred with a wooden point, so as to make
it of an even consistency. This part of
the work may be done the day before the
burial.
After the coffin has been lowered Into

the box a lid is screwed on to the latter,
and then a coat of cement eight inches
thick Is laid on the lid. Care must be
taken th^t this cement unites perfectly
with that surrounding the sides of the box.
When the top coat of cement is hard¬

ened, the name of the deceased and any
other words may be carved on It. These
.will last almost forever.

In the other method of cementation,
which Judge Hulett considers preferable,
the body is laid nude in a rough box. It
is supported by a number of unburned
bricks. Cement is then poured In until it
completely surrounds the body and fills the
box. When it is hardened the inscription
is made on the top and the lid Is screwed
on. All this work may be done by the
undertake^, who will have the body com.
pletely cemented for the funeral ceremony.
This last Is the ideal method of the advo¬

cates of cementation. It preserves forever
the form and features of the dead and
saves the expenses of clothing, costly cof-
ilns and other features of the common sys¬
tem of buriaj. It also provides a perfect
guarantee against the dangers to' publichealth of the decomposition of animal mat¬
ter. The cement for nil practical purposes
prevents the gases of the body from escap¬
ing and reaching the earth. 'There would
be no process of decomposition similar to
that which takes place when the body is
exposed to the air.
The body would wither very slowly, and

the block of cement would therefore pre¬
serve In its Interior a perfect mould of the
body of the dead. It would be possible
to open the block and obtain a perfect cast
of the body.

If this process should be universally
adopted, future generations would know
exactly what the great dead looked like.
They would not have to rely on the Imagi¬
native works of sculptors)' and painters.
An economical advantage of the method

is that the biocks of cement could be
placed, one on top of the other, in the
earth, whereas now a coffin must be a con¬
siderable distance below the surface.

THE EAGLE AND THE FLAG.
An Aerial NSpectacle During the Blizzard

' Which Many Persons Wit-
' nessed.

During the baby blizzard of last Wednes¬
day the brass eagle which surmounts the
flagpole on the top of the Federal building
appeared to bend over and seize the Amer¬
ican flag that was flung to the breeze Im¬
mediately below it In Its beak. At any
rate, a moment later a long streamer of
red, white and blue fluttered from the
brazen beak, giving a semblance of life to
the bird and its banner. Hundreds of peo¬
ple stopped for a moment to gaze at the
unique spectacle, and when night joined
the storm in Settling down over the city
the brass eagle still flew the emblem of
Uncle Sam.

£ FROG fim
J[ PROPJiET-

This Creature
Tells You What the
Weather Will Be.

never makes
A MISTAKE.

fle Is a Source of Wonder
to Jiundreds of Gurious

Visitors.
New York has a frog that Is a weather

prophet, and he follows the ups and downs
of the mercury with unfailing regularity.
This frog, which is probably the only one

of its kind in America, was recently im¬
ported from Germany. It is known com¬
monly as the "barometer frog." Its pres¬
ent home is in the office of Dr. W. b. Beik-
mann, at No. 37 Third avenue. This pecul¬
iar faculty for forecasting the weather is
an accredited scientific fact. The encyclo¬
paedia defines this curious visitor as a

"batrachiau reptile of the tailless order,
embracing the group of phaaero-glossea
found in Central Germany.

+.w-The weather frog has been comfortably
Installed for the last two weeks in a glass
globe. There is a rocky island in the midst
of the watery ocean contained in the glass
p-lobe. When the barometer Is a set fail,
the fro" suns himself upon this rock. He
devours enormous quantities of roaches,
purchased by the bagful and fed to him
by his owner. When the small boys In the
neighborhood fail tof collect a sufficient;
number of these delicate and toothsome
morsels, which the batrachiau declares to
be superior in quality to anything lhhia
native swamps, a tine beefsteak, choppedfine, keeps his majesty alive, bo far' his
digestion has not been known to 'nttiftie
with the prompt performance of his duties
as weather prophet to the population of
southern Third avenue.
The weather frog is a comparatively

rare animal. It has not taken long lor his
fame to spread, and a great number of
visitors have found it necessary to pay a
visit to the dentist for the pleasure of lis¬
tening to the mournful voice which conies
in soul stirring chords from the deep, solid

r°If °
that green-backed, red-chested and

brown-throated baetrachian Is fanning him¬
self on the summit of the island upon a hue
Saturday afternoon visitors go away rejoic¬
ing. li will be a fine and perhaps hot bun-
da v On the other hand, should the frog
slide into the water and begin to sink, ,

though the sun may be shining that day,
they know it will rain ere morning. If the
frog drops quickly, they look out for
semails. If he remains persistently at the
bottom, it is an augury of long continued
rain or disagreeable weather. The move¬
ments of this long-legged reptile are so
oarefullv adjusted to the small variations
of the weather that It has been suggested
to his owner that a graduated glass intro¬
duced Into the globe would give dailyrt'ad-
Ings which might be posted outside tho
building for the public benefit.
Dr. Bcrkmann has watched his mo'mo¬

ments very closely during the past fort¬
night, and is prepared to saythat he com
pares more than favorably with the mian
on Broadway. It has been suD.csUd to
Mm thnt it is not right to keep niswe^the" prophet hidden ^ tlie bot^m of a
tank in a dentist's /'"^^^ro/to fha^.v,n riAv^vnnipnt to appoint t»ic 11 ^ to tnoWea?her Burcau as an adjunct to the pres-

®IThefiweatherlfrog Is valued at $25-a price
nt which'it is not likely to become popular

HUs country. His hind legs are abuor-
ma lv long, and his front legs exceedinglyJ Tte is slow in motion, but makes up
for any deficiencies in this way by being
extremely sensitive to sound. He can hear
the approach of an enemy even it lie has
not the ability to get out of the way very
quickly. As for his voice, it is unlike any¬
thing

'

her.-d even in the bullfrog regio ,

and must be listened to carefully befo
musician can form any estimate
beauty.


